4J2                              The Pre-war Period
was meant to force a constitutional crisis, Lloyd George
not only proposed to hit the titled landowners where it would
hurt them most: he also pur fonvard in defence of his proposals
all his powers of invective. Without the stimulus of Lloyd
George's oratory the Lords would almost certainly have
hesitated to reject a Money Bill; for the exclusive control of
finance by the House of Commons was definitely a part of
Great Britain's unwritten constitution. But Lloyd George
could be very provoking; and at Limehouse and a dozen other
places he put forth all his powers in order to lure the Lords
to their destruction. They responded by rejecting his Budget,
and Asquith and the Liberal moderates, much to their
chagrin, found themselves under the unavoidable necessity of
playing Lloyd George's game, and setting out to wreck
the British Constitution in a way that they did not at all
desire. For they saw that, if they were beaten by the House of
Lords, that would mean the eclipse of the Liberal Party;
whereas, if they won. Radicalism would be immensely
strengthened, and they would.find themselves compelled to
carry out their election promises to the Irish and the workers,
and no longer able to argue-that in doing nothing they were
merely yielding to force majeure.
It was all very unpleasant for Asquith, who had suc-
ceeded Campbell-Bannerman as Prime Minister; but he was left
with no alternative. From 1909 to 1911 the unhappy battle was
fought out. The Liberal moderates obtained the consolation
prize of a preamble to the Parliament Bill in which the
Government announced its intention of reforming the con-
stitution of the Second Chamber; and this, they faintly hoped,
would enable them later on to interpose fresh obstacles in the
way of parliamentary democracy. But until that could be
done (and it remains undone to-day) the frightened Liberal
right wing found itself committed to a constitution under
which a mere majority of the electors, mostly poor people,
could pass what Bills they liked simply by returning M.P.s
who would vote for the Bills in three successive sessions.
Nor was that all; for now the Liberal Government would
have to give Ireland Home Rule, not merely because Home
Rule had been promised, but because it could no longer do